NEW YORK STATE FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA

THE FELA EXPRESS

oo

f‘ AUGUST 2024 | WELCOME EDITION 2

“Only those who risk going too far can possibly find
out how far they can go.” - T.S. Eliot Page 1



Welcome Address from the

NYS FBLA President! pg. 3 g |

State Officer Team pgs. 4-12

Article Submissions
pgs. 17-27

Charity, Theme, &
POWs!!! pgs. 28-31

“The pessimist complains about the wind. The optimist expects it
to change. The leader adjusts the sails.” - John Maxwell

Page 2



Hello New York State FBLA, it feels good to be back!!

My name is Manya Khatri, and | am officially serving as your state
president this school year. I am a rising senior at Commack High School
on Long Island, and along with the State Officer Team, | would like to
welcome you all to the 2024-2025 membership year!

FBLA is an organization that offers an abundance opportunities to those who want tf
There are numerous ways to become actively involved, whether it be through social :4;
media, workshops, conferences, or direct outreach, | - alongside my officer team- are '
dedicated to assisting you and your chapter in achieving its fullest potential.

~ If you have any concerns on how to get involved either at the chapter or state level, | am here to

~ address any questions and provide as much help as | can. The State Officer Team and | are
committed to enhancing communication and providing the necessary resources to help each
member develop leadership, communication, and professional skills, along with other essential
qualities for future business leaders.

Joining FBLA my freshman year is single handedly one of the best decisions | have made. Not only
have | competed and placed at our annual State Leadership Conference and National Leadership
Conference for the past 3 years, but I've also gotten the opportunity to become chapter president
~ | and run for state office last year. However, FBLA has given me much more than just resume-

| builders- but also the opportunity to network, develop my soft skills and be a part of an
organization that serves hundreds of thousands of members. The memories I've made meeting
some of my best friends for life in FBLA were truly surreal, and | am looking forward to all the new
experiences this year. | have also been blessed enough to meet some impressive, exceptional role
models who | still look up to for guidance!

Going into the new school year, | plan to implement numerous goals and ideas. Firstly, | seek to
“rebrand” and grow the NYS FBLA Instagram account to use this as a platform to keep members
engaged throughout the entire year (not just during competition seasons) by producing more
creative, sophisticated content. A personal goal | have is to grow my personal FBLA account to be
able to network more with my members within the state (give me a follow: @manyafbla!)
Furthermore, the NYS State Officer Team has been working hard to prepare an exciting and
enriching year for all our members. Please participate in our Program of Work Challenges to
improve your skills and take advantage of available opportunities.

Remember to enter this new year with ambition and confidence, knowing that FBLA can help you
“Lead Beyond Limits”.

AR
. A
Sincerely, K@A
Manya Khatri

NYS FBLA State President president@nysfbla.org

“It’s hard to lead a cavalry charge if you think you

look funny on a horse.” - Adlai Stevenson

Page 3



mailto:president@nysfbla.org

The

Officer

[Ny )l W A } WA )l W A ) WA ) WA )l W A } W A )l W A } W A )l W A ) W A ) W A )l
ll FBLA / l\ FBLA Y, l\ FBLA, / \‘ FBLA / \l FBLA / l\ FBLA, / \‘ FBLA / l\ FBLA / l\ FBLA Y, l\ FBLA / \l FBLA / \l FBLA / l\ FBLA Y,
N 4 h 4 N / A, d h / N e A, / k., /2 h / k., e A, /2 h / k., /
S T S T S T4 2. T4 s T S T4 S T4 e T4 N/ S T4 S T4 S T S T

e e e L _ e \_/ s e e o - —

¢
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the 2025 Officer

Manya Khatri | President

president@nysfbla.org
https://www.nysfbla.org/leadership/your-state-officers/state-
president/

It feels good to be back!! My name is Manya Khatri, and | am officially serving as %/our state
president this school year. | am a rising senior at Commack High School on Long Island, and |
already know we are going to have such a successful year! A little bit about me is that I've
been a member of FBLA since freshman year- and it was single handedly one of the best
decisions I’'ve ever made. Not only have | competed and placed at our annual State
Leadership Conference and National Leadership Conferences for the past 3 years, but I've
also gotten the opportunity to become chapter president and run for state office last year. |

have experience as a state officer serving as your District 1S Vice President last term and couldn’t wait to kick off the
year as State President! FBLA has given me much more than just resume-builders— but also the opportunity to network,
develop my soft skills and be a part of an organization that serves hundreds of thousands of members. The memories
I've made meeting some of my best friends for life in FBLA were truly surreal, and | am looking forward to all the new
experiences this year. I've also been blessed enough to meet some impressive, exceptional people who | still look up to
as role models and for guidance till now! FBLA has also progressively made me a more ambitious and driven person by
olglelning my mindset to all the possibilities and heights | could accomplish and has pushed me to grow my mindset and
skill sets.

Therefore, | have many goals and ideas in mind to implement throuih the next year. Firstly, | seek to “rebrand” and grow
the NYS FBLA Instagram account. | look to use this as a platform to keep members engaged throughout the entire year
(not just during competition seasons) by producing more creative, sophisticated content. | also look to help develop
new FBLA high school and middle school chapters within NYC and upstate by fundraising for them (and giving grants),
guidilngéhem and aiding the process of forming a chapter as well as helping members in those areas become more
involved.

Some personal goals include growin% my personal FBLA account to be able to network more with my members within
the state (give me a follow: @manyafblal) Also, | want to be there for the rest of my state office team and really be a
backbone within their lives. As someone who’s faced my fair share of personal and professional challenges, | believe in
leading by making sure my people are doing well and comfortable before expecting them to contribute.

It’s going to be an awesome year for NYS FBLA, and | can’t wait to get working. Please reach out to me at
president@nysfbla.org with any questions or concerns.

Angela Lala | Executive Vice President

evp@nysfbla.org
resident@nysfbla.org
https://www.nysfbla.org/leadership/your-state-officers/state-president/

Hello again New York State FBLA!! My name is Angela Lala and | am proud to be serving
as your 2024-2025 Executive Vice President. I’m so grateful for the opportunity to come
back and serve this organization for a second term, and watch NYS FBLA grow even
further. | am arising senior at Lakeland High School and a member of District 3S. Outside
of FBLA I’'m part of my school’s student government and planning committee, volunteer
at my local library, and have been in dance for over 12 years now. My favorite color

is currently pink, my favorite tv show is The Boys, and my favorite singer (same as last year) is still Lana Del Rey.

| started out in FBLA as a skeptical freshman who was intimidated by all the random acronyms and challenges that
seemed to come with the club, but through all the meetings, conferences, and events | attended for FBLA, I grew to
like the club. This admiration of the organization led me to run for and eventually win Parliamentarian, and after a
rewarding year of work and memories with my state officer team, | found mysel vyin% to run yet again. Being a state
officer has given me many close-knit bonds, valuable lessons, and great memories. All the workshops, reports, and
speeches | gave while in the State Officer blazer were all experiences | wouldn’t trade for anything, and | am excited
to do more for the State Officer team and NYS FBLA in my second term. One of my main goals as the EVP of New York
is researching and bringing more community service opportunities to chapters across the state. By researching
opportunities within our state charity and staying in contact with chapters across our state | believe | can encourage
a passion for helping others from members. Another aspect | really want to focus on during my term is keeping
members from across NY connected using resources like GroupMe, Google Classroom, and more. A huge part of FBLA
is creating bonds with a variety of intelligent peers, and emphasizing this will bring us closer together as a state. |
can’t wait to work with my state officer team this %ear and I’'m looking forward to meeting even more members!
Please email me with any questions or just to say hi, at evp@nysfbla.org!!

“Alone we can do so little, together we can do so
much.” - Helen Keller
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Lochitha Thambeliyagoda | State VP District 1N:

svpin@nysfbla.org
https://www.nysfbla.org/district/district-1n/

Greetings, NYS FBLA! MY name is Lochitha Thambeliyagoda, and | am a rising senior at H.

Frank Carey High School in Garden Cit% South, Long Island. | am ecstatic to serve as your

State Vice President for District 1N for the 2024-2025 school year.

| remember my first FBLA meeting, an organization | joined out of curiosity. Despite my

passion for en%ineering, math, and science, business never really interested me. However,

g_udring my freshman year, | decided to explore new paths, and I’'m incredibly grateful that |
id.

I’ve been part of our chapter’s FBLA for the past three years, steadily climbing the leadership ranks. | started as a
Publicity Coordinator, then moved on to Secretary, Vice President.  am now excited to serve as my chapter’s President
as well as the SVP for District 1N. During my time with FBLA, we’ve hosted numerous fundraising events, networking
activities, and various initiatives that have significantly contributed to our chapter and community. Additionally, I've
competed and placed at the SLC and SDM for the past three years in various events. This organization has been
instrumental in helping me build essential skills such as public speaking, leadership, networking, and socializing. | don’t
think I’'d be the person | am today without these experiences or the positions I’ve held. My goal is to have the same
positive impact on others that FBLA has had on me.

In addition to my position responsibilities, | have set several goals. One of my main objectives is to establish and
rejuvenate FBLA chapters in various schools, including at the middle school level. To achieve this, | plan to reach out to
potential advisors within my district and actively promote FBLA. Another goal is to increase student participation in
competitions, particularly at the State and National levels. | aim to do this by demonstrating the benefits of competing
in FBLA events. Lastly, | intend to enhance fundraising efforts to offset the costs of events such as SLC, support those
in need, and contribute to the program’s growth.

Outside of school, | am involved in various activities. At my school, | founded and coached our junior high robotics
team, and we have competed and placed at the regional level. | am also an active member of our local Boy Scout troop,
where | hold leadership roles. In addition, | serve as our district vice president and regional treasurer for SkillsUSA. |
intern with the Metropolitan Golf Association, gaining valuable experience. Finally, | am a scholar-athlete, participating
in varsity football, wrestling, and lacrosse while maintaining high averages and a rigorous courseload.

| look forward to Workin% with the State Officer Team to provide the best possible FBLA experience for everyone. Itis a
privilege to work with all of you, and | am confident that together, we will make this year a great success.

Akarsh Chilakala | State VP District 1S:

svpis@nysfbla.org
https://www.nysfbla.org/district/district-1s/

Hello New York State FBLA! My name is Akarsh Chilakala, and | am super excited to serve as
your State Vice President for District 1S for the 2024-2025 school year! | am currently a rising
senior at Commack High School on Long Island.

I've been an active member of my chapter of FBLA for three years, working my way up from
Historian to Treasurer and now, State Vice President of District 1S. This process has taught me
so many valuable life skills, and I've made great friends and unforgettable memories. Over the

past few years, | was able to attend the State Leadership Conference (SLC) multiple times. These experiences allowed
me to compete in and win events such as Business Ethics, and Intro to FBLA. At these competitions, I've improved my
public speaking skills, learned more about the business world, and connected with amazing peoElle from all over the
state. Most importantly, I've had a ton of fun and can’t wait to help organize and participate in these events again!
Besides my involvement in FBLA, | am currently President of my high school’s Science Honor Society and Science
Olympiad team, and I’'m an active member of the Varsity Math Team. I’'m also passionate about community service
through the Leo Club and Mananbadi Telugu School. These roles have helped me grow as a leader and deepened my
responsibilities. Asfyour State Vice President, | have a few key goals. Firstly, | want to increase membership so more
students can benefit from FBLA, the way | was able to. Secondly, | want to boost community involvement within our
district. Finally, | want this to be one of the best years at NYS FBLA, that you will attend.

I’m excited for the year ahead and look forward to helping NYS FBLA have another successful and impactful year. Let’s
make this year amazing together! If you have any questions or concerns, please email me at svpls@nysfbla.org.

“A successful team is a group of many hands

and one mind.” - Bill Bethel Page 6
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Chloe Blaufeux | State VP District 3S:

svp3s@nysfbla.org
https://lwww.nysfbla.org/district/district-3s/

Hello NYS FBLA. My name is Chloe Blaufeux and | am thrilled to serve as the 2024-2025 New
York State FBLA State Vice President for District 3S. | am a senior from Mamaroneck High
School and FBLA has been a transformative part of my high school journey since | joined
during my freshman year.

From my first meeting, FBLA has continually inspired me with its diverse opportunities and the
incredible community it fosters. Over the years, | have participated in numerous conferences

% including the State Leadership Conference (SLC) and the National Leadership Conference (

NLC), which have equipped me with vital skills in public speaking, business communication, and leadership.

This year my focus as State Vice President is to enhance our Spring and Fall District Meetings by introducing dynamic
and engaging elements. | want to continue to bring in real-world, prominent, and experienced business leaders to speak
at our meetings and inspire us as prospective business leaders.

Promoting equity within NYS FBLA is another key priority for me. | believe every chapter can make a significant impact
within their communities. Therefore, | will work di ifgently to support individual chapters in initiating their own
community service projects, providing a platform for members to develop their business and leadership skills while
making a positive difference.

Outside of FBLA, | love playing sports and particiﬁating in and leading various clubs at my high school. I’'m on the varsity
tennis and lacrosse while also leading clubs like the marketing club, mock trial, and more. These activities have taught
me important lessons in discipline, creativity, and perseverance, which | bring to my role in FBLA.

| am honored to have been elected to this position and am filled with gratitude and enthusiasm for the year ahead. |
look forward to collaborating with all of you to make this a remarkable year for District 3S.

If you have any questions or ideas, please feel free to reach out to me at svp3s@nysfbla.org. Thank you and let’s make
this year unforgettable!

Ava Jump | State VP District 4:

svp4@nysfbla.org
https://www.nysfbla.org/district/district-4/

Hello District 4! M% name is Ava Jump, and | will be a junior at Sharon Springs Central School
Efgﬁ&/ear. | am so thankful for this opportunity and I’'m looking forward to a successful year in
| started FBLA as a freshman and in my first year | was able to experience District meetings,
the SLC, and the NLC. Then, as a sophomore, | attended the same conferences and the NFLC
in Providence, Rhode Island. | hope to build new connections with all of you and ﬁromote
support throughout District 4. If there is anything FBLA has taught me, it is that the

connections you make with others are some of the most valuable resources in life. They introduce friendship and
support in places you never thought you would find it with like-minded people.

Now I'd like to tell you a little about myself. | moved up to varsity soccer in 8th grade as their starting goalkeeper. |
believe that has really shaped me as a person. | made friends with the older girls on my team and because of that |
understood how to be on a team and become a leader of one. Then that year | decided to play softball and | loved it. |
continued to play those two sports until this past year, as a sophomore, | decided to join the basketball team. Although |
am new to most of them, these sports have influenced me to become a better leader and teammate. | hope to transfer
those skills to FBLA.

As your State District 4 VP | hope to unite us with activities that include all chapters and build our membership by both
creating new chapters and growing existing ones. | am beyond excited to lead our district to success within FBLA and
bring communication and teamwork into District 4 and beyond. As one of the smaller districts in NY state, | hope that
we can increase our presence and impact in FBLA at both the SLC and NLC.

Again, thank you for this opportunity and let’s work together toward a successful year in FBLA!

“Trust is knowing that when a team member does push you, they’re
doing it because they care about the team.” — Patrick Lencioni
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Rebecca Hauser | State VP District 7:

svp7@nysfbla.org
https://www.nysfbla.org/district/district-7/

Hello NYS FBLA! My name is Rebecca Hauser, and | am so excited to say | will be serving as
our 2024-2025 District 7 SVP! This fall | will be a junior at Little Falls High School, and I'am
r(]eyond grateful to have been given the opportunity to be a part of the amazing organization

that is FBLA.

| can easily sayjoinin%FBLA my freshman year was one of the best decisions I’ve made. While

participating in FBLA has helped me acquire valuable business and real-life skills, it has also

given me the opportunity to form many lifelong friendships with remarkable individuals from

across New York State. From competing in competitions to attending workshops, FBLA has truly broadened my horizons
in ways | didn’t think possible whether it be finding new and innovative ways to solve business problems or having fun
while collaborating with Eeers on exciting and engaging ﬁrojects.

My biggest supporters while | ran for state office would have to be my advisor, family, and peers who encouraged me to
pursue my love for business that | found in FBLA. While running for state office | knew | needed to keep my goals, values
and passion for business in the front of my mind. One of my main goals is to encourage more schools to open an FBLA
chapter at their school to increase membership as even in my area there are many schools with no active chapter. |
hope to increase District 7’s presence at SLC and over all the interaction between all the chapters of District 7. | aim to
inspire individuals not only to join FBLA but also to explore diverse business fields. Additionally, | strive to assist them in
enriching their knowledge of business through different opportunities like internships/jobs, and workshops. As an SVP |
am beyond excited to run the Fall and Spring District Meetings along with hosting amazing workshops and meeting all
the excellent individuals of District 7.

Outside of FBLA, | am a part of various other activities in and outside of school. In school | have run track for the past
two years and plan to continue throughout the rest of high school. My favorite events are the 800m and 4x800 because
| love running with my friends and individually. | am also a part of NJHS and have been President of my class for the
past three years. Outside of school | have been a part of a competition dance team for 5 years and have been a part of
dance for 12. My favorite style of dance would be contemporary and what | love about dance is the deep bond I have
with all my teammates.

| am so excited to work with the state officer team to achieve our many goals for the upcoming year. | also look forward
to meeting FBLA members from all over NYS, and we can make it a great year for FBLA.

Summer Trevino | State VP District 9:

svp9@nysfbla.org
https://www.nysfbla.org/district/district-9/

Hello, New York State FBLA! My name is Summer Trevino, and | will be serving as your District
9 State Vice President. This upcoming fall, | will be a senior at G. Ray Bodley High School in
Fulton. | am honored to be a representative of District 9 and NYS as a State Officer this year,
and | am determined to make it a great one!

Iﬂ}oined FBLA almost three years ago, serving as Chapter President my junior year. Coming into
this organization as a lost sophomore curious about a little business club in my small town, |
never would have expected | would get to this point. FBLA has truly been monumental in

helping me grow into being a professional, social, and inspired leader. The organization has shown me that everyone has
the potential to be great if they have the determination. Not only has NYS FBLA created a more professional
environment for me, but it has also created a family | can count on.

When | am not participating in FBLA endeavors, | am always creating. | am an avid art, music, and literature enﬂ'oyer and
strive to become a high school English teacher in the future. | have been a part of my school’s Orchestra for almost 8
years as well as attending several music competitions and festivals per year. In my free time, | am either listening to
_rnusilgé'lc_all\(ing photos, or working on a spontaneous creative project. | enjoy bringing my creativeness to the work | put
into .

In the upcoming year as SVP, | want to focus on connection. FBLA is so much more than just learning about business, it
is an opportunity to grow into who you are and network with others from all over the state and even the country. What
FBLA has to offer is exciting and inspiring, and proving that to others is crucial to increase engagement in competitions,
workshops, etc. | strive to highlight the creative and social aspects of FBLA with personally networking with my district
and others, creating engaging activities and media, and reco%nizin%the opportunities and experiences FBLA has for
everyone. Inclusion is key, and | am determined to shine a light on how FBLA can improve the lives of everyone, no
matter who you are or where you come from.

| am ecstatic to work with my fellow officers and all of you to grow NYS FBLA in size and in passion. With open arms,
please feel free to connect with me for anything about FBLA at svp9@nysfbla.org.

“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is

progress; working together is success.” - Henry Ford
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Monal Gupta | State VP District 12:

svpi12@nysfbla.org
https://www.nysfbla.org/district/district-12/

Hello, New York State FBLA! My name is Monal Gupta, and I’'m honored to serve as the District
12 State Vice President for the 2024-2025 school year. I’'m a rising senior at Williamsville East
High School, and I’ve been involved in FBLA for the past three years.

| first joined FBLA as a freshman, the year right after COVID, being very confused and clueless
as to what FBLA entailed. However, since then, I've found every opportunity to get myself
involved through serving as chapter secretary, mandatory voting delegate, FBLA National
Honor Society member, and a Nationals qualifier. At every State Leadership Conference, I've

competed in any event that | can, placing in Introduction to Business Concepts, Website Design, Data Analysis, and
International Business. Throughout these years, FBLA has shaped me to be the leader | am today, and it has opened my
eyes to the potential it has to chan%e so many individuals. Being in FBLA has exposed me to some of the best
e>2<pseriences that I’'ve had in high school, and I’'m so honored to be able to contribute on another level by being District
12 SVP.

For the upcoming year, | plan to increase communication and connection across chapters in our district as well as with
other districts across New York. This will be achieved through increasing our presence and followers on our district’s
social media, making a district website, and continuing the creation of district newsletters. | also plan to have more
interactive informational workshops at the District 12 meetings to increase membership as much as possible and to
increase our district’s representation at SLC and NLC. For the Fall District Meeting, | plan for our district to collaborate
with a local influential private company that’s headquartered in Buffalo in which students can tour and learn about
entrepreneurship firsthand.

Beyond FBLA, | am heavily involved in other passions and extra-curriculars. In school, I’'m a Mock Trial captain, Science
Olympiad A-team competitor, and principal oboe player in my school’s Wind Ensemble. Additionally, | have a strong
passion for medicine and research. From fundraising for cancer research and treatment to interning at research
centers, | enjoy exploring different interests and aspects in healthcare which allow me to contribute on a higher level.
Furthermore, [ founded my school’s medical outreach program to expose students to different aspects of healthcare
through interviewing guest speakers, publishing science news articles, and collaborating on a mental health podcast.

| can’t wait to serve as your 2024-2025 NYS FBLA State Vice President for District 12! I'm looking forward to working
with the State Officer team to make this year an amazing experience for all of you! If you need to reach out to me, please
contact me at svpl2@nysfbla.org.

Yasmin Issa | Secretary:

secretary@nysfbla.org
https://www.nysfbla.org/leadership/your-state-officers/state-secretary/

Hello! My name is Yasmin Issa, and | am honored to serve as Secretary of the 2024-2025 NYS
FBLA State Officer Team. Reflecting on the past few years as a rising junior at Sharon SprinFs
Central School, joining FBLA has been a life changing experience for me, and I’m so grateful for
the world of opportunities it has opened.

| first joined FBLA as a freshman in high school, and after attending my first FDM, | learned
that by exemplifying the ideals of FBLA, passion, dedication and perseverance, | could ensure
success within my future endeavors. From then on, | worked hard as a member of my local

chapter, fundraising for conferences and participating in community service events. When the time came for the SDM, |
felt reassured by my hard work and determination, which allowed me to qualify to compete at the SLC. Attending the
SLC proved to be a defining experience, demonstrating the widespread impact FBLA had upon the next generation of
business leaders. | felt most inspired by the State Officers, as they served as role models for their fellow peers, their
passion and dedication a testament to the pinnacles of true leadership. Through my experiences at both district, state
and national conferences, | cultivated the confidence within myself to become a leader and run for state office.

As State Secretary, my first goal is to support NYS FBLA members competing at the NLC, by helping members access a
variety of practice tests and facilitate environments in which they could effectively prepare for their performance
events. NYS FBLA is composed of many talented individuals, and through my efforts as Secretary, | will ensure that
members of the state association receive more recognition at the national level. Secondly, | would like to establish a
program called Ask Yasmin, in which members could reach out to me via email regarding questions about conferences
and competitions. Through this program, | hope to make the State Officer Team more accessible, enabling NYS FBLA
members to use a professional means of communication to explore business related opportunities and create
networking skills to facilitate further collaboration.

Outside of FBLA, | am an active member in a variety of extracurriculars, including Student Council, (see next page)

“Every great dream begins with a dreamer.” - Harriet Tubman
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Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD), High School Band, Spanish Club, Math Honor Society, Girls Varsity
Soccer, Youth as Leaders and Elevating Student Voices. Through participating in these activities, | have learned
meaningful skills, such as how to lead a group project, coordinate/plan events and communicate well with others.
Beyond my extracurriculars, | strive to give back to my community through volunteerism, by participating in blood
drives, community cleanups and clothing donations. In my spare time, | love to read, run, play soccer, practice piano,
travel and hang out with friends.

As NYS FBLA embarks upon the 2024-2025 school year, | am honored to serve as State Secretary and look forward to
collaborating with the other State Officers for a year of success. Joining FBLA has been a decision that has changed my
life, and through my endeavors as a State Officer, | hope to make FBLA a meaningful experience for others as well. If you
have any questions, please reach out at secretary@nysfbla.org.

Alexandra Robinson | Treasurer:

treasurer@nysfbla.org
https://www.nysfbla.org/leadership/your-state-officers/state-treasurer/

Greetings New York State FBLA! My name is Alexandra Robinson, and | am currently a rising
junior at Mamaroneck High School. | am beyond honored and excited to be serving as your
State Treasurer for the 2024-2025 year.

| have been a part of FBLA since my freshman year. Throughout my time as a member, this
organization has played a significant role in my high school career. FBLA has provided me with
some of the most important and impactful experiences, such as relationships with other
students and teachers, education, and overall memories. Being a member of this community

has allowed me to realize how incredible this organization is and how important it is to me and so many other students.
Therefore, it is only right for me to give back to all of you.
Being an avid member of various other clubs within my school has given me the qualities and experience to efficiently
fundraise and manage finances. My passion for this organization has led me to hold many goals | am determined to
accomplish, whether it is to host effective fundraisers or assist chapters in holding their own fundraisers and managing
their budgets and finances. Most importantly, | desire to help and assist all members to encourage successful money
management throughout the year and beyond. As a state, my overarching goal is to enhance membership, maintain
active engagement and information sharing through social media, and ensure that members are prepared for college
and career opportunities!
Aside from FBLA, | am part of the student council, serving as my class president for two consecutive years. This
upcoming year, | am serving as my class executive vice president, specializing in being the treasurer. Additionally, | play
various sports within my school, such as soccer and ski racing. | am a passionate member of my school’s orchestra,
laying the viola. Being born in London, England, and moving to America at five, | quickly adapted to the lifestyle and
ellin love with the school system. Being a member of this club but also being involved in various other sports and clubs
has allowed me to realize my lasting passion for FBLA. A few of my hobbies include listening to Zach Bryan, hanging out
with my friends, and going on walks.
| am looking forward to having a great upcoming year! | am beyond excited to meet the other amazing members of NYS
FBLA and work together to give members the qualities and tools necessary to make the best financial choices possible.
With all the NYS members working together, | know we can create the best state in FBLA! If you have any questions, or
concerns, or simply would like to reach out, please email me at treasurer@nysfbla.org.

Kayleigh Harney | Reporter:

reporter@nysfbla.org
https://lwww.nysfbla.org/leadership/your-state-officers/state-reporter/

Hello New York State FBLA! My name is Kayleigh Harney, and | am honored to serve as your
2024-2025 State Reporter. | am a rising senior at Carmel High School, located in District 3N.
My FBLA {ourney began during my sophomore year, where [ became one of the countless
individuals impacted by this influential organization. Throughout my junior year, my interest in
business and passion for community service was cultivated by FBLA. Not only did Igain
invaluable collaboration, communication, and leadership skills, but | also develope
confidence and forged friendships that will last a lifetime.

| decided to become a State Officer after attending my district’s Fall District Meeting at Monroe Woodbury High School,
where | had the opportunity to network with three members of the 2023-2024 State Officer team. Their enthusiasm and
love for the organization resonated with me, and inspired me to pursue a State Officer position. | remember
approaching my chapter advisor, Mrs. Mary Odell, and asking if | could run for State Reporter. Keeping with the
nurturing and encouraging environment FBLA encompasses, she gave me her full support. Mrs. Odell (see next page)

“Lead by example with hope, never fear.” - Michelle Obama

Page 10



mailto:secretary@nysfbla.org
mailto:treasurer@nysfbla.org
https://www.nysfbla.org/leadership/your-state-officers/state-treasurer/
mailto:treasurer@nysfbla.org
mailto:reporter@nysfbla.org
https://www.nysfbla.org/leadership/your-state-officers/state-reporter/

the 2025 Officer

assisted me in expanding my understanding of FBLA and its significance for future leaders as | worked toward becoming
a NY State Officer. | am forever grateful for her for assisting me in expanding my outlook on FBLA’s r;:otential and
helping me develop the skills needed to be a State Officer. | am fully committed towards ensuring that the 2024-2025
FBLA year is productive, constructive, and positive for all NYS members!
My goals for this year are to increase the number of readers for the FBLA Express and make it more inclusive for all
FBLA members. | am a firm believer in giving people the recognition they merit through their hard work and altruism.
New York State FBLA members more than qualify for their amazing achievements and the profound influence they have
on their communities. Thus, | will be sending out emails periodically asking for articles to include in each edition of our
newsletter so that members can let New York know what their chapter has done to make a difference. So, keep an eye
on your email because | want to hear your stories, your hopes, and your ambitions!
Outside of FBLA, | take part in many extracurriculars including 4H, Equity Club, Interact, Youth Court, Student
Government, Spanish Club, Yearbook Club, Book Club, and | am a member of multiple Honor Societies. | also find joy in
running, especially long-distance events for my Cross Country and Track team at my high school. | have three amazing
gttlelsis)ters (Claire, Fiona, and Isla), two selfless and endlessly supportive parents, three dogs (Sonny, Stella, and
tanley).
Lookin)g/; forward to a fantastic year!

Jasmitha Keesara | Historian:

historian@nysfbla.org
https://lwww.nysfbla.org/leadership/your-state-officers/state-historian/

Hello! My name is Jasmitha Keesara, and | am thrilled to introduce myself as your new FBLA
State Historian. As a rising senior at Williamsville East High School, | am excited for this
upcoming year and to share my passion for FBLA with you all. Outside of FBLA, I’'m on my
school’s varsity tennis, varsity indoor and outdoor track team. | also work as a receptionist at
my local urgent care, am a member of various honor societies, and other school clubs
including Model UN, Mock Trial, Yearbook, etc. | enjoy photography, reading, love going on
runs, and hanging out with my friends. | also love listening to music. My favorite artists are

Noah Kahan, Lana Del Ray, Arctic Monkeys, and Coldplay.

Since September 2021, when | first joined FBLA, | have had the privilege of participating in several roles that have
helped me prepare for this one. | began as an active member and worked my way up to becoming the chapter
historian/reporter, district reporter, and state historian. These opportunities have given me an immense appreciation
for the value of documenting in keeping FBLA’s accomplishments and history preserved. My experience as a
photographer (@keesaracreations on Instagram) and my positions as Head Photographer and Head Social Media
Manager at The East Side Newspaper have %iven me a stronﬁ foundation in leadership, organization, and
communication. This helps increase my ability to successfully record our FBLA history and connect with members
throughout the state.

My primary goal for this year as State Historian is to record and commemorate the history of NYS FBLA. My goal is to
create a detailed and interesting historical record that reflects the accomplishments and passion of our members.

At the end of each month, | plan to send out a template slideshow to each chapter that has details on where to add
photographs and information to it. This allows chapters to more efficiently update what is going on at their chapter
while reducing the stress of orﬁanizing. This makes it possible for every chapter to be represented through multimedia
presentations that showcase the commitment and passion of its members. Additionally, it will aid in presenting FBLA
events and activities, emphasizing our state’s accomplishments and efforts. In addition to offerin% templates, in order
to §uarantee equal representation and active engagement from all chapters, | will offer advice and tools to assist large
and small chapters in documenting their own FBLA experiences.

| am excited to take on the role of your State Historian and am looking forward to working with all of you. Please don’t
hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns at historian@nysfbla.org.

Skye Fishman | Parliamentarian:

parliamentarian@nysfbla.org
https://www.nysfbla.org/leadership/your-state-officers/state-parliamentarian/

Hello Everyone in New York State FBLA! My name is Skye Fishman, and it is my honor to serve

as I}l/our 2024-2025 State Parliamentarian. This Fall, | will be a Junior at Mamaroneck High

School. | have been a member of FBLA since my 8th Grade year in Middle School. FBLA has

had a profound impact on me throughout my time as a member. | have learned indispensable

lessons from my experiences at SLC, NLC, SDM, and FDM (One such lesson being to be careful

\é\/ith ﬁuLwallet in Atlanta) and have gained lifelong skills such as how to do a proper
andshake.

“Let us make our future now, and let us make our

dreams tomorrow’s reality.” - Malala Yousafzai
: Page 11
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the 2025 Officer

Beyond FBLA, my interests include Sports and Black Bears. At Mamaroneck High School, | am a Varsity Fencer on the
Foil Team, and have been Section 1 Champs 2 years and still§oing strong! Also, | am a diehard NY Islander fan and 50%
of the time if you see me in the hallway | will be rocking Islander gear. | am also a Wildlife Technician where | am
currently conducting a study of Black Bears occupancy in Southern New York.

This upcomindg year, | am thrilled to be your State Parliamentarian. In this role, | hope to help NYS FBLA members dive
into the world of Parliamentary Procedure via supplying easy-to-digest resources that will encourage curiosity and
continue to promote the use of Parliamentary Procedure throughout the different levels of NYS FBLA. | am confident
this upcoming year will be a notable one for NYS FBLA. Please feel free to contact me about anything (including any
parli pro questions!) at parliamentarian@nysfbla.org.

“The best preparation for tomorrow is doing
- your best today.” - H. Jackson Brown, Jr.
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NYS FBLA National Leadership
Conference Recap!

From June 29th to July 2nd, many exceptional
members of New York State FBLA went down to
Orlando, Florida to compete in the National Leadership
Conference (NLC). NYS FBLA took on spirited
competition from all around the United States, and the
world! No matter the challenge, NYS FBLA members
persevered through all adversity and had fun along the
way. Congratulations to all those who qualified for
nationals, attended, or won an award! We hope you all
take pride in your incredible accomplishments and look
back on your time with a smile! ;)

Congratulations to ALL NYS NLC Winners!

Mamaroneck High School:
e Chloe Blaufeux-Organizational Leadership, 2nd place
 Walker Olsson-Securities and Investments, 7th place
Jericho High School:
e Max Scharf & Anvit Vemuri-Mobile Application Development, 4th Place
e Kaylin Kim, Dev Lakhani, & Dylan Rateshwar-Introduction to Business
Presentation, 7th place
Vestal Senior High School:
» Inaaya Sethi-Advertising, 8th place

Valley Stream Central High School:
o Kezia White-Graphic Design, 4th place
Commack High School:
e Shivani Muthukumar-Coding & Programming, 4th place

“Life begins at the end of your comfort zone” - Neale Donald Walsch
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“All our dreams can come true - if we have the courage to
pursue them” - Walt Disney
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State Officer Training (SOT) Recap!

Ready to Dive Right in?

State Officer Training (SOT) was an amazing and educational experience that allowed the State Officer team
to come together in a nurturing and business-like environment. All attendants learned skills that will prepare
them to take on their duties as a State Officer. Thus, the New York FBLA Team is prepped and ready to
jump into a new membership year!

SOT had a variety of activities, including team builders (aka canoeing, campfires, boardgames, etc.), Program
of Work (POW) development, workshops, meetings, etc. Each member enjoyed working alongside their
fellow state officers and bonded as a team over the course of six days.

Overall, SOT was successful as NYS FBLA met all deadlines for Program of Work and make the State
Officer team a finely tuned machine. We cannot wait to see what the membership will do to Lead Beyond

Limits this year.

“We may encounter many defeats, but we must not be defeated.

It may even be necessary to encounter the defeat, so that we
: can know who we are.” - Maya Angelou Page 15
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“There are five important things for living a successful and fulfilling
life: never stop dreaming, never stop believing, never give up, never
stop trying, and never stop learning.”- Roy T. Bennett Page 16
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' ChapterChat!

Local Updates + Question Prompt

“The art of communication is the language of
leadership.” — James Humes Page 17
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COMMACK FBLA CHAPTER REPORT K@

Commack Collaborations: Learn how Commack
FBLA is teaming up with their community to make
an impact!

Commack High School’s FBLA members are extremely passionate not just about
business, but also bettering the community one step at a time. Throughout the
school year, these students plan and fundraise multiple times throughout the
year in unique ways that also involve other chapters near them!

As one of their first initiatives, Commack students host a pizza lunch within the
school, inviting the FBLA chapter officer team from Farmingdale High School.
This gathering provides an excellent opportunity for students to exchange goals,
ideas, and valuable information to help each other grow their respective
chapters.

Midway through the year, Commack students organize their annual ‘Popcorn
Fundraiser,” where they sell unique flavors of popcorn to community members.
The profits from this fundraiser are donated to the NYS FBLA State Charity,
fostering a spirit of philanthropy and community involvement.

The pinnacle of their efforts is the highly anticipated spring event: The Spring
Fun Day. On this day, community members bring their younger children to
Commack High School to enjoy a variety of games, activities, and snhacks. This
event not only offers fun and entertainment, but also serves as a significant
fundraising opportunity with community members generously donating to
support the FBLA chapter. Through these initiatives, Commack students
demonstrate leadership, community spirit, and a commitment to making a
positive impact.

“Success doesn’t come from what you do occasionally - it

comes from what you do consistently.” — Marie Forleo
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LITTLE FALLS FBLA CHAPTER REPORT Kﬁm

Community Catalysts: How Little Falls FBLA is
aspiring to be the change they want in their
community!

One of the goals Little Falls High School FBLA has for the upcoming
school year is to become even more involved with its community. Some
ideas Little Falls FBLA has had are to clean up our local parks and have
members volunteer at our local animal centers around the area.

Little Falls FBLA has hosted many fundraisers in the past to help cover
the cost for students to attend SLC, such as a bingo night and s can
drive, but this coming year we hope to put more emphasis on assisting
our community.

One prominent idea is to host a food drive competition at Little Falls
High school, with the goal of donating to local organizations within our
community. Another idea Little Falls FBLA has considered is a
community service project where students create cards and deliver
them to residents in nursing homes as well as participating in activities
with the residents.

Our idea is that NYS Chapters have members give back by volunteering
at local nursing homes and hospitals to lift patients and residents’
spirits throughout the year. This will promote involvement and growth
within their community and experience and personal growth within
their members.

“Learn as if you will live forever, live like you will die

tomorrow.” - Mahatma Gandhi Page 19
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CARMEL FBLA CHAPTER REPORT Kﬁﬂm

Carmel’s Community Connections: Learn how
Carmel FBLA works with the Rotary to make a
difference!

Carmel High School FBLA is a dedicated group of NYS members eager to
make a difference in their community. Recently, Carmel FBLA has
volunteered at the Men Who Cook and Touch a Truck community events
hosted by Patterson Rotary. Both events contained tasks that promoted
personal growth for members, such as improving their communication skills
and their ability to maintain a professional demeanor in a variety of
settings.

Carmel FBLA places a high priority on community well-being while
simultaneously seeking to help its members develop as leaders. Carmel
FBLA has been able to accomplish this for many of years thanks to its
partnership with the Rotary. Providing adolescents with chances to engage
in meaningful community service that will influence their future priorities
and actions is one of the goals of Rotary Clubs across the nation. Therefore,
District 3N suggests that NYS FBLA chapters collaborate with their local
Rotary Club to offer their members valuable experiences in community
service. NYS FBLA will lead their community to new heights through these
partnerships.

“Success doesn’t come from what you do occasionally - it

comes from what you do consistently.” — Marie Forleo
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WILLIAMSVILLE EAST FBLA CHAPTER REPORT Ktm

Williamsville East is Lending a Helping Hand: Learn
what Williamsville East FBLA has up their sleeve!

The Williamsville East FBLA chapter is thrilled to provide other chapters with an
overview of some of our most successful community service projects. Our goal is
that these ideas may inspire and encourage other chapters in their efforts to
influence their local communities positively. Here's an overview of our activities
thus far and how other chapters can become involved: Our school's cafeteria is
home to Common's Cafe, a popular student-run business that serves as our
chapter's primary source of funding. We open the café the first week of every month
to serve waffles, hot chocolate, and seasonal treats. FBLA members sign up to work
shifts during their free periods. In addition to raising money for FBLA events and the
state charity, this project teaches participants valuable financial, interpersonal,
customer service, and cleaning skills. It's now a well-liked breakfast spot and has
quickly become very popular within our school. It's a great opportunity for members
to interact with our school community while gaining volunteer hours and skills. Our
Winter Clothing Drive is a seasonal event where we collect donations of jackets,
scarves, gloves, and boots to support families in need across Buffalo, NY. This year,
the drive ran from the end of October up until December Break. To boost
participation, we introduced multiple incentives, such as a competition where the
class with the most donations won $100 for their class funds. This initiative not only
helps those in need but also encourages friendly competition and active
involvement among our members. We hope that these ideas may inspire other
chapters to look into new opportunities for community service. Through each of
these projects, we have been able to connect with our community and positively
affect it.

“We cannot solve problems with the kind of thinking we

employed when we came up with them.” - Albert Einstein
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SHARON SPRINGS FBLA CHAPTER REPORT Kﬁm

Shaping Success: How Sharon Springs FBLA has
shaped their community through service projects!

Sharon Springs FBLA has continuously strived to give back to their
community, organizing and participating in a variety of service projects
throughout the years. Perhaps one the most significant examples of their
contributions to their community would be through the annual Sharing and
Caring dinner, which helps to raise awareness for ALS and assist families in
need during the holiday season. To help contribute to this event, members
of Sharon Springs FBLA use their networking skills to obtain donations for
the dinner’s basket raffle from local businesses. Not only does the Sharing
and Caring dinner help to raise money to better the community, but it also
teaches FBLA members invaluable professional skills.

In the upcoming membership year, Sharon Springs FBLA hopes to support
its community, through food and clothing drives, to address food insecurity
and accessibility issues in their local area. These events provide members a
way to be directly involved in volunteerism, as well as foster a sense of
awareness for the issues that affect their community. Chapters in NYS FBLA
would benefit greatly from these service projects, as it would give them the
opportunity to lead positive change and exemplify servant leadership.

“Experience is a hard teacher because she gives the test
first, the lesson afterward.” - Vernon Sanders Law
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H. FRANK CAREY FBLA CHAPTER REPORT K@

H. Frank Carey High School FBLA Community
Outreach: Learn how art can be used to warm
hearts!

H. Frank Carey High School FBLA is a group of NYS members dedicated to
making a positive impact in their community. Recently, Carey FBLA participated
in creating get-well cards for patients at our local Mercy Hospital and collected
goods such as non-perishable foods, hygiene products, and necessary items to
donate for the holiday season, which was organized in collaboration with the
local shelters. These events allowed our chapter to support local individuals and
families during difficult times.

The get-well card project involved members creating kind messages and artwork
to uplift the spirits of hospital patients. This small gesture of kindness had a
major impact on the recipients, showing them they were cared for and
remembered by their community. By collecting and distributing non-perishable
foods, hygiene products, and other necessary items, Carey FBLA made sure that
local families could celebrate the holiday season without worry.

H. Frank Carey FBLA prioritizes growth within our community and the
development of its members. By partnering with local shelters, Carey FBLA
ensures that its members have access to meaningful community service
experiences that cultivate leadership and teamwork.

Ourideais that NYS FBLA chapters work with their local shelters and hospitals to
initiate similar projects that not only serve the community but also contribute to
the growth and development of their members. Together, we can grow our
communities through these initiatives.

“When we strive to become better than we are, everything
around us becomes better too.” — Paulo Coelho
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A Closer Look at What it Means to be a Future
Business Leader!

® V4

Look Who Submitted for this Issue!!

Angela Lala  Alexandra Robinson Skye Fishman
Executive VP Treasurer Parliamentarian

Check it Out!!

“Many receive advice, only the wise profit from it.” -
H L
: arper Lee Page 24




By: Angela Lala, Executive VP

Delegating

According to the Merriam Webster
dictionary the definition of delegating is,
“to entrust to one another”, or “to assign
responsibility or authority”. To me,
delegating means making a genuine effort
to know the people you are working
amongst; this so you have an informed idea
of where they work best. Therefore,
delegating is more effective when you have
a good working relationship with your
colleague.

It isn’t always that simple though,
especially when you’re going into a
situation where you’re paired with
unfamiliar faces. How can someone entrust
in another person enough to delegate a
position to them if they just met? This was
one of the main things I had on my mind
going into State Officer Training, because
as an EVP delegating is a big part of my job
description. I wanted to keep in mind the
strengths and skills of the other officers on
my team, but the only returning officer
alongside me was the NYS FBLA State
President, Manya Khatri.

As I didn’t know the other officers very
well, I went into training eager to befriend
everyone. This gave me an opportunity to
see how everyone worked, and what kind of
projects they gravitated towards. I was
thankful to have an extremely qualified
team to work with this year, so everything
ran smoothly, and the training was a
success!

The strategy I used during State Officer
Training when figuring out how to delegate
tasks was listening. It may not seem like a
monumental task to do, but we don’t
realize how much of another person’s
habits and unconscious preferences we filter
out when we just “hear” them. There are
indicators, like when someone's eyes perk
up at the mention of designing a poster, or
when they look excited about talking in
front of a crowd. Also, observing skills
within your teammates is key to placing
them where they will work best. For
example, there were some officers well
versed in creating videos and social media
tactics, alongside many other skills. It can
be as simple as placing somebody where
their skill set is an asset.

If you are in a collaborative setting there
will always be delegating present, it’s just a
matter of whether it’s efficient. Delegating
is so important not only in keeping a team
running, but also ensuring that everyone on
the team is included and put where they
shine the brightest.

If you have any questions about delegating,
or need advice, please don’t hesitate to
email me at evp@nysfbla.org!!

“If you want to change the world, start off by making

your bed” - Admiral William H. McRaven
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Investing in Your Future

Investing as a teenager offers several
benefits. It builds money management and
investment skills, creating a financial
cushion for the future. Investing helps save
for big goals like college or a car and
encourages responsible financial habits
early on.

While teens should approach investing with
caution and education, there are safe and
rewarding opportunities available. Savings
accounts are a basic and secure way to
start, helping teens understand interest and
saving habits. Custodial accounts, managed
by a parent or guardian, allow teens to
invest in stocks, bonds, and mutual funds
under adult supervision. Robo-advisors
provide automated, low-cost investment
options suitable for beginners. Education
savings plans, such as 529 plans, offer high
returns in the form of scholarships and
better career opportunities. Low-cost index
funds offer diversified exposure to the stock
market with lower risk, ideal for long-term
growth.

As I didn’t know the other officers very
well, I went into training eager to befriend
everyone. This gave me an opportunity to
see how everyone worked, and what kind of
projects they gravitated towards. I was
thankful to have an extremely qualified
team to work with this year, so everything
ran smoothly, and the training was a
success!

The strategy I used during State Officer
Training when figuring out how to delegate
tasks was listening. It may not seem like a
monumental task to do, but we don’t
realize how much of another person’s
habits and unconscious preferences we filter
out when we just “hear” them. There are
indicators, like when someone's eyes perk
up at the mention of designing a poster, or
when they look excited about talking in
front of a crowd. Also, observing skills
within your teammates is key to placing
them where they will work best. For
example, there were some officers well
versed in creating videos and social media
tactics, alongside many other skills. It can
be as simple as placing somebody where
their skill set is an asset.

If you are in a collaborative setting there
will always be delegating present, it’s just a
matter of whether it’s efficient. Delegating
is so important not only in keeping a team
running, but also ensuring that everyone on
the team is included and put where they
shine the brightest.

If you have any questions about delegating,
or need advice, please don’t hesitate to
email me at evp@nysfbla.org!!

“You can’t be that kid standing at the top of the waterslide,

overthinking it. You have to go down the chute.” - Tina Fey
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By: Skye Fishman, Parliamentarian

Parli Pro Prowess

Parliamentary Procedure: It has been called
"confusing," a "foreign dialect," or "another
language." In actuality, Parli Pro is a tool, a
superpower, the key to a meeting's success
—and possibly even success in life.
Parliamentary Procedure can be defined as
the accepted guidelines (rules, ethics) by
which meetings are conducted. Thus, Parli
Pro allows meetings to be completed
productively. Everywhere you look—local
governments, businesses, and yes, even
FBLA—you will find Parliamentary
Procedure. All these groups and
organizations utilize Parli Pro for the same
reasons:

1. Efficiency-
Parliamentary Procedure allows for
business to be conducted smoothly;
increasing productivity.

2.Fairness-
Parliamentary Procedure allows for the
minority or individual members to have
their thoughts heard while maintaining
majority rule.

3. Professionalism-
Parliamentary Procedure keeps meetings
Professional; it allows for disputes to be
handled in a civil, germane way.

In FBLA, there are two competitions for
Parliamentary Procedure:

For ninth and tenth graders, there is
Introduction to Parliamentary Procedure.
This an objective test which evaluates
members on the basics of Parli Pro and the
FBLA bylaws.

The other competition is Parliamentary
Procedure. This is an event where members
must first qualify at their districts Spring
District Meeting (SDM) through taking a
test, and then compete in a mock
meeting/role-play presentation at SLC.
Having competed in both competitions
myself, I fully recommend them to all who
want to try and learn Parli Pro.

I started my ‘Parli Pro’ journey in eighth
grade and haven’t looked back since! I
implore you to take advantage of all FBLA
has to offer, whether that be Parli Pro or
something else.

However, if you do choose to dive into the
depths of Parli Pro, I’d be thrilled to help you
on your way to Parli Pro Prowess!

“And the day came when the risk to remain tight in a bud

was more painful than the risk it took to blossom.”
: - Anais Nin
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"Set your goals high and don't stop till you get
, there" - Bo Jackson Page 28



New York

A FBLA

By: Kayleigh Harney, Reporter

Leading Beyond Limits!

Hey New York FBLA! Are you ready to Lead Beyond Limits this
coming membership year?

This amazing theme is credited to the 2023-2024 NYS FBLA State
Officer Team! Great job guys.

As you can see, the logo consists of a student walking up metaphorical
steps with a briefcase in hand depicting the NYS FBLA crest. The shape
of New York State is the backdrop as an arc displays the theme title.
There is also an arrow at the end of the steps to represent pushing past
your limits to achieve fulfillment and success. This is a marvelously
creative and symbolic idea!

The 2024-2025 theme is valid for NYS FBLA as it corresponds with the
morals of what it means to be a Future Business Leader of America. In
order to succeed at life, one must push through limits such as setbacks,
self-imposed barriers, and other obstacles. Therefore, New York State
is gearing up to climb the stairs of success with all its members who
prove they can truly Lead Beyond Limits!

“Keep your eyes on the stars, and your feet on the

ground.” - Theodore Roosevelt Page 29




St. Jude

TOGETHER, WE CAN
SAVE MORE LIVES.

By: Kayleigh Harney, Reporter

Hello New York State FBLA! As we are
quickly approaching a new and exciting
membership year, one of FBLA’s most
important annual traditions has been
decided upon! The 2024-2025 FBLA State
Charity is St. Jude’s Children’s Research
Hospital.

With the yearly vote taking place at the

joint meeting with the Board of Trustees

and the State Officers, St. Jude was elected
as this year’s charity. FBLA is ready to help
this wonderful charity through raising
funds to contribute towards ensuring St.
Jude can continue providing its services for
cancer patients and their families.

St. Jude offers necessities and care for
pediatric cancer victims and their loved
ones at no cost. Their goal is to allow
families to focus on the wellbeing of their
child rather than financial burdens. For
instance, St. Jude provides its families with
free travel, schooling, psychosocial help,
food, housing, personalized care, etc.

St. Jude is also committed to the quality of
its patients’ treatment. That is why it is
constantly funding research so that its
patients can get the most up to date

Services.

You may be wondering how your local
chapter can help make a difference. Reach
out to the closest St. Jude location near
your school, and contact them to find ways
your chapter can donate. Every effort will
not go unappreciated, for it can have a
huge impact on the lives of St. Jude
residents.

Remember, St. Jude is a charity and runs
off the funds of generous donors!

The community within St. Jude is vibrant
and meant to give patients a sense of
normalcy despite their life afflicting illness.
With FBLA’s support, St. Jude will be able
to provide live saving treatments for its
patients and continue to give its patients a
better life.

Thus, lets Lead Beyond (the) Limits and
Dare to Dream about a future where more
children win the fight against pediatric
cancer.

Please reach out to New York State FBLA

with any questions or concerns. Thank you!

“Happiness doesn't result in what we get, but from
what we give.” - Ben Carson
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| Are you ready New York State FBLA?
|Your 2024-2025 State Officer Team has created some amazing Program of Work (POW) challenges
|for this coming membership year!
| Every year, the State Officer Team divides itself into four committees: Career Development,
| Community Outreach, Membership Services, and the Executive Committee. These committees have
| been established to create at least three POW challenges, each of which addresses a distinct aspect
| of FBLA. This is to guarantee that the organization's mission of educating its membership on the
| fundamental principles of business leadership is accomplished.
| This year, we have twelve total challenges. All the challenges have been published on the State
| Website with their corresponding flyer, submission form, and rubric (depending on whether the
|challenge rewards plaques or trophies).
| All the POW challenges are fun, educational, and rewarding! For instance, after completing any of
|the challenges, members will receive a ribbon at the State Leadership Conference. Furthermore, if
members complete all challenges from a specific committee, they will be given a Super Ribbon!
All challenges except Early Bird must be submitted by February 15,2025, at 11:59 PM Eastern Time.
The Early Bird Challenge must be submitted earlier.
The entire State Officer Team encourages everyone to participate in Program of Work (POW) this
Iyear! This is a great way to get involved in FBLA whilst simultaneously building up one’s resume and
experience in the business field.
If you have questions or concerns about the Program of Work, please reach out to the State Officer
ITeam!
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“| B OPEN UP YOUR EMAIL!

SUBJECT EMAIL:

_)

2 ADDRESS EMAIL TO:
REPORTER@NYSFBLA.ORG

3 ARTICLE SUBMISSION

/£

y /-]IJ FILL OUT INFORMATION:

HELLO NYS FBLA REPORTER,

WE ARE THE (INSERT SCHOOL NAME) CHAPTER. HERE IS AN
ARTICLE SUBMISSION FOR THE NYS FBLA EXPRESS!! WE ARE
LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING OUR SUBMISSION IN THE
NEXT EDITION OF THE FBLA EXPRESS. PLEASE CONFIRM

WHEN YOU RECEIVE THIS EMAIL.

WATCH AS YOUR ARTICLE IS
FEATURED IN THE FBLA EXPRESS!
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Fall Edition:
October 30, 2024
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February 28. 2025
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